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A Comparative Study on the Intervention between the Drug
Courts Plans in the United States and Deferred Prosecution
with Condition to Complete the Addition Treatment in Taiwan

Abstract Chi-Hwa Yang

The deferred prosecution with condition to complete the addition treatment
is designed to realize the essence of that the drug users are patients; however, the
ratio to withdraw the deferred prosecution is too high; as a result, it is difficult to see
the effect of this intervention. The present study collects related books and journal
articles, employing historical analysis/ comparative analysis approaches to compare
the difference on supervised subjects, treated clients, procedure design, treatment
contents, legal effect and effectiveness of implementation between two systems. The
comparison is done with two dimensions — procedures and effectiveness. It also
considers the feasibility to include the advantages of drug court plans into our current
treatment plan for drug users.
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The present study indicates that advantages of US drug court plans — help drug
users to be employment, education training, family assistance and other multiple
social service — could make up the current disadvantages of the deferred prosecution
with condition to complete addition treatment. Meanwhile, it is necessary to modify
Narcotics Hazard Prevention Acts, giving prosecutors more power to increase the
frequency for urine test of the drug users, compulsory hospitalization to receive the
detoxification, increase the addition time to report to the probation officers, extend the
period for deferred prosecution. Proper adoption of the advantages of US drug court
plans to develop Taiwan’s specific treatment content. It is expected that combining
legal, medical and social works to gain the best treatment effectiveness.
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