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The comparison of the family functions and family demand
among the drug abusers and those family members
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The comparison of the family functions and family demand
among the drug abusers and those family members

Abstract Yi-Chun Liu ~ Kun-Hua Lee ~ Shie-Lih Tsai

The Purposes :Family often plays as a crucial role for abstinence and life
adjustment on illicit drugs abusers. In general, different perspectives of family
interaction will be found between drug abuser and whose family. However,
little study comprehensively identified the differences on families function,
family needs and family support between drug abusers and whose families.

Method :Both qualitative and quantitative designs conducted in this study.
In 2011, illicit drug abusers and whose families were recruited in the present
study. After inform consented, 164 illicit drug abusers and 86 family members
completed personal information, family support questionnaire and family
function scale. Additionally, five-paired illicit drug abusers and whose families
were interviewed in order to clarify the relationships among family demand,
family support and family function.

Results :Regarding quantitative results, several significant differences
were found in terms of subscale of substantial supports in family support
questionnaire, sum scores, subscales of communication, problem-solving,
independence, family duty and family conflict of family function questionnaire
between illicit drug abusers and whose families. About qualitative results, we
found perceived beliefs of family demand were inconsistent between illicit
drug abusers and whose families, and they overly emphasized recent status
and severity of addiction in illicit drug abusers rather than the whole family
demand.

Conclusions and Suggestions :Our result showed a special balance between
family function and family support on drug abusers and whose families. In
other words, these families not only were used to highly accept drug-taking
behaviors of drug abusers, but also developed compensatory roles in duty and
family interaction for drug abusers who were away from family. During drug
abuse treatment, drug abusers will have many chances to relearn to express
positive feelings and provide supports. Finally, taking more responsibility in
family is very important to strengthen when drug abusers undergo drug abuse
treatment.

Keywords : drug addiction, family function, family support, family demand
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