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The Study on Rehabilitation and Reentry for Female Inmates

Abstract Yu-Shu Chen ~ Chien-Yang Lin ~ Chi-Hsun Chou
*
Tsai-Jung Yang ~ Hsiu-Chuan Liao

The purpose of the current study is to compare the rehabilitation and reentry
strategies for female inmates among Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, United States
of America, Canada, United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden and Norway. To help
female inmates smoothly return society, 18 focus group participants, including
scholars, experts and ex-offenders, were invited to discuss the preparation and
counseling before releasing, intermediate treatment and aftercare. Findings from
the cross-national comparison have shown that the major efforts for female inmate
rehabilitation and reentry before releasing from prisons include releasing counseling,
resource integration or reentry plans for cases, employment counseling and matching,
imprisoning in low-security correctional institutions, and intermediate treatment.
According to results of focus group, correctional institutions should provide case-
oriented investigation, counselling, and information to female inmates and help
them rebuild family bond before release. The pro-socialization and convenience
intermediate treatment should be improved. The information and service from the
protective after-care network are helpful to ex-offender’s reentry. Suggestions based
on the cross-national comparison and focus group are also discussed.
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