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The potential crisis of drug addicts: Attention-deficit, working
memory dysfunction and mild cognitive impairment disorder

l Abstract Cheng-Pang Tsai

Drug abuse brings a lot of negative effects on the physical and mental
health. Many previous studies focused on aspects such as the impact of various
substances on abusers’ functions or damage, co-morbidity and interaction
of physical and mental illness, addiction and risks of relapse, overdose to
death and reducing average life. However, there is little concern about the
phenomenon of functional defect: mild cognitive impairment. In recent years,
many studies, with original focus on dementia, have begun to pay attention to
mild cognitive impairment. Obviously, found that patients with dementia, brain
injury and brain tumors, degenerative neurological disorders, or drug addicts,
the target subjects in our study, show symptoms of mild cognitive impairment
at the early stages.

According to the American Diagnostic Criteria for Mental Disorders
(DSM-5), the primary diagnostic criteria for mild cognitive impairment
cover cognitive functions such as attention, executive, learning, memory,
language, perceptual action and social cognition. In this paper, we try to give
a summarized explanation for the impact of mild cognitive impairment on
the individual’s cognitive functions. Hopefully we can use our experimental
results to explain the drug addicts’ changes in their cognitive function.

In this study, we use the sub-test of the Wechsler Intelligence Test (third
edition), with focus on attention and memory, is used to get the understanding
of the association between cognitive impairment and drug addicts. Finally, we
also hope to establish a preliminary fundamental data about drug abuse and
functional impairment in Taiwan.

Keywords : drug abuse, attention, memory, mild cognitive impairment,
Wechsler Intelligence Test (WAIS-III)
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