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Study on the Japanese Penal Institution Visiting Committee
System

Abstract Ching-Yi Huang

With the addition of the "Inspection panel” system in the Prison Act and
the Detention Act in 2020, correctional institutions must face challenges that
have not been seen in the past. Considering that the System was established
with reference to the "Penal Institution Visiting Committee System" in Japan,
this paper shall discuss the intentions and practical operation status of the
System to provide relevant future references for the implementation of an
inspection panel system in Taiwan.

The atrocities and casualties that occurred in 2002 at Nagoya Prison
was a turning point for Japan. A comprehensive revision of their "Act on
Penal Detention Facilities and the Treatment of Inmates and Detainees" was
performed including the addition of the "Penal Institution Visiting Committee
System", which implemented the principle of transparency in Penal Institution
Management. The committee keep tabs on management statuses through visits,
interviews, and makes recommendations for improvements accordingly. The
recommendations and improvements made to each penal institution must be
announced by the Ministry of Justice of Japan every year. The System was
established in 2006. However, the visiting committee still has not been able
to enforce their legal authorities to bring desired effects into play as they face
issues such as neglect of improvement proposals.
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At the end of this paper, the author uses the handling of petitions
and complaints that are not the tasks of the Japanese visiting committee to
suggest that the inspection panel system in Taiwan should avoid becoming an
organization that only serves petitioners and complainants. It also reminds the
inspection panel to establish a good relationship with correctional institutions
to prevent oppositions that can affect the improvement of the organization's
effectiveness. Finally, it recommends that a review should be conducted five
years after the inspection panel system is implemented so that the system can
be amended in time to facilitate long-term implementations in the future.

Keywords : Penal Institution, Visiting Committees ,Visits, Interview
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