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Factors Affecting Recidivism among Male and Female
Probationers

Abstract Shih-Chieh Hsu

Most existing criminological theories and research mostly focus on male
sample and view gender as a control variable. Research on females’ recidivism
or gender differences in recidivism is rare. The main purposes of the current
study are to examine the impact of gender on recidivism and to analyze gender
differences in factors affecting their recidivism by examining a panel data of 853
male and female probationers. The findings showed that gender was significantly
associated with recidivism. Male probationers had higher recidivism rate, were
more quickly involved in crime again, and committed more types of crime than
female probationers did. Compared with women, men had an earlier onset of
crime, lower drug abuse rate, and weaker family attachment, but higher self-
reported delinquency, positive coping, deviant lifestyle, and deviant peers. The
results of path analysis indicated that gender had a significantly direct effect on
social control, negative coping, deviant lifestyle, deviant peers, and recidivism. It
also had an indirect effect on stress and coping through social control. Suggestions
based on research findings are discussed.

Keywords : gender differences, social control, opportunity, recidivism
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