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Curriculum Development in Juvenile Correctional
Schools — Learner Autonomy

Abstract Chih-Hung Tu, Su-Syan Jou

This study attempts to imply the self-directed learning into juvenile correctional school curriculum
and assess the effectiveness and outcomes of such practices. Through literature and daily practices
as an action researcher, the paper concludes that, first of all, the 2019 new national curriculum
of the Ministry of Education is very likely to apply to juvenile correctional schools. However, the
Ministry of Education has requested every school in all forms to meet with the standard of the
2019 new curriculum. To make it possible, the paper argues that using self-directed based learning
might be a feasible strategy where students, with guidance from a teacher or qualified staff, decide
what content is delivered to the students and how teaching materials are presented, and yet meet
up with the national standard. Secondly, to do so, juvenile correctional schools should establish a
proper teaching guideline and friendly physical learning environment. Last, schools should assess
the individual learning needs of students frequently. It is important by teachers/staff and students
as both continue to give and receive guidance towards student’s personally learning process
and outcomes in order to motivate students” self-directed learning skills and practices. Further

recommendations are made in the end of the paper.

Keywords : juvenile correctional schools, curriculum, self-directed learning
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