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An Empirical Study on the Needs of Transition Services for
Inmates with Disabilities Released from Prisons in Taiwan

A b stract Tsui-Wen Huang, Ling-Yu Wen

{ The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ) and € The United Nations
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment )
emphasize that human rights apply to all human. Prisoners have fundamental rights of human
beings, like everyone else, and the government can only deprive those who are detained or
imprisoned of their liberty. It is worth noting that rehabilitated persons face numerous challenges
and obstacles after they are released from prison, and rehabilitated persons with disabilities are
undoubtedly a more vulnerable group. Referring to relevant international conventions, the
government should take appropriate measures to intervene to safeguard its basic human rights. The
goal of rehabilitation protection work is to maintain public safety, prevent rehabilitated persons
from re-offending, and allow rehabilitated persons to return to society. But what about the needs of
the physically and mentally handicapped detainees released from prison? Compared with ordinary
rehabilitated persons, besides the original protection measures for rehabilitated persons, are there
any other additional needs?

This article sorts out relevant literature and finds that there are at least five needs for rehabilitated
persons with disabilities: 1.Transfer services before leaving prison; 2.Medical treatment must
be continuous; 3.Provide social network support; 4.Provide employment opportunities; and,
5.Continuous drug and alcohol addiction treatment. What about current situation in Taiwan?
After in-depth interviews with 17 relevant practitioners, scholars and experts, followed by two
focus-group-interviews, the research has the following eight research conclusions for reference by
relevant government agencies: 1.The cross-network service model for disabled rehabilitated persons
in Taiwan has yet to be established; 2.The number of elderly rehabilitated persons is increasing,
which is challenging, and the need for protection measures is different from the past; 3.Difficulties
in the resettlement of rehabilitated persons with mental disabilities; 4.During detention period,
obtaining a welfare status can help rehabilitated persons to leave prison; 5. The government should
continue to promote a cross-network cooperation platform for inmates with disabilities; 6.The
rehabilitation protection association should establish a data management system for rehabilitated
persons to facilitate care tracking; 7.Take stock of the service models of social administration
and sanitation, and implement the concept of whole-course care; and, 8.The government should

conduct a complete inventory of current rehabilitation protection resources.

Keywords : Mental and Physical Disabilities, Prisoners Released from Prison, Transition Service after
Released from Prison.
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