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The impact of life and vocational education on the life
course of inmates in correctional institutions

Abstract Meng-Chih Chang”, Yu-Wei Liu"’

The life education and vocational training in correctional institutions, the former is to consolidate
the minds and values of the inmates, and the latter is to allow the inmates to develop their
professions according to their personal wishes and interests, both are two tracks for the inmates
to start anew. The two courses appear similar in appearance, but are both educational programs
centered on the inmates, with positive interaction with society as the end point. Therefore, the
existence of correctional institutions is actively playing the role of an intermediary and promoter
for the detainees to return to society. The function of correctional institutions has evolved from
passive/punitive retribution to active correctional treatment, replacing intimidation/punitive
prevention with educational/corrective preventive work, and more importantly, reducing the
possibility of recidivism among inmates so that they can smoothly return to society. Therefore,
this article takes the implementation of life and vocational education courses in prison of central
Taiwan as an example, and through qualitative interviews and focus groups, verifies its impact on
the life course of inmates and the effectiveness of the assistance and support it provides for their
return to society. The study found that life education courses prompted inmates to re-examine
their self-identity and reset their relationships with others. The promotion of technical and
vocational education also helps the inmates achieve both personal growth and livelihood skills.
The two types of education provide dual factors for the life trajectory and transformation of the
inmates. This article also suggests that technical and vocational education may be diversified and
adjusted in accordance with social trends. The content of the courses must be connected with the
needs of the detainees and become a force for social support, thereby implementing the spirit of

corrective human rights.
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