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The Longitudinal Study on Parolees’ Persistence/Desistance from

Crime: The Impact of Informal Social Control and Situational
Choices
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‘ Abstract

Lien, Hung Jung, Liu, Shih Cheng, Hsieh, Wen Yan,
Lin, Chien-Yang, & Chen, Yu-shu

The phenomena of persistence and desistance from crime are crucial issues of
developmental criminology. Based on the informal social control theory by Sampson and
Laub (1993; 2003), the present study selects 960 parolees to conduct as long as 11 years
panel study (from early 2004 to the end of 2015). It aims at examining the impact of age,
informal social control, and situational choice on persistence and desistance from crime. The
results indicate that: (1) excluding 63 died samples, 59.4 % parolees after parole still have a
criminal record and the other 40.6% desist from crime among 897 survival samples until the
end of 2015, (2) criminals’ persistent crime has been gradually decreasing with the increase
of the age, especially after 50 years-old, (3) there are significant differences between
desist and persistent parolees in the informal social control (such as marriage, number of
kids, family bond, and occupation grade and others) and situational choices (i.e. negative
response, deviant peers and leisure style), (4) significantly negative correlations exist
between informal social control and situational choices, and (5) age, deviant peers, marital
status, and family bond have significant impact on parolees’ persistence and desistance
from crime. According to research findings, suggestions for the study on developmental

criminology and prevention of parolees’ recidivism in Taiwan are also discussed.

Keywords:Parolee, Persistent Crime, Desist Crime, Informal Social Control,
Situational Choice
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XENWERENS » EXRARDTZRAREFER 609 £ 795 2 » KMO BUEEY)
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Fip  FENPAFRREAN T RIEAGFBEAPIDEFEERZAEE - AFEEAR
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2005 FRERSLEFREE -
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#< 3 2006 F ~ 2011 =40 2015 FAFTEAEHETFIE / PLEIETERR
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= e DIDE %) FSEE %) L SoEEHC
2039%  EILfE 50(25.1) 149(74.9) 199(100.0) P
BEITE BI{E 124(33.4) 247(66.6) 371(100.0) X EE
40498  EIE 35(50.7) 34(49.3) 69(100.0) e
BETE BT 74(52.9) 66(47.1) 140(100.0) XomRem e
508l EIME 29(76.3) 9(237) 38(100.0) N
BEIE BT 51(66.2) 26(33.8) 77(100.0) Xomeea tm
*p<.05
=7 HBEDIFHEEERAREFERNACEEHcER
1B %8Bl BIRAE 398N t & : Sig.
S Mgef 364 30494 -
EEIT 533 28629
— PIFIESE 364 1414 .
Lt IR 533 1220 2467

*p<.05; ** p<.0T; *** p<.001
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SLFERIEREAVEIS - FFIETVHE S ERIAIBIRRER LEE A AFRBRAEEERIN »
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&9 &5 - FFIETNVA SRS  IBREREGIE / PIHICERARE

-~ RTHIREN FFEN RIEE
F i | BERR | TR | RENS | BESR | BORE | RERRE | ERES

R/ U | -274%% | -209%F% | -217%% | S156%% | -083* | 098* | 234%* | 187%**
F & 1 A30%% | BOTRRE | 156FFF | 140%F* | 217F% | - 984%x | 41 0%x
ISR | 430%% 1 S559% | 217 | 098** | -107** | -185%* | -257%*
FTEH | 5917 | 559%** 1 J96%* | 1300 | 1620 | - 190%** | 308
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SAETT O WBHFEE (Benson, 2013) - HEIHIRILTE AREDEHHATAIRIENER
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BRAS 39 BIA NHYRFEARRZ NEERY 50% o ALL - IEEFEANEER - LFEEFBILTE
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