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The Effects of the Big Five personality toward “Attitudes toward
Imprisonment : Life Barrier”,” Life Value”, ”Attitudes toward
Death”, of the Elderly Inmates
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l Abstract !

|: Shen-Feng Tai :I

According to the growing of the elder population and the punitive amendments of
the Law system, the elder inmates increased rapidly in Taiwan, and it has been a serious
problem toward the correction system. In the present study, we used the Big Five personality
as the category to classify the elderly inmates, and analyzed the effects toward “Attitudes
toward Imprisonment”, “Attitudes toward Death”, and “Life Value” by different personality
tendencies. The present study got the funding from the National Science Council (NSC102-
2410-H-194-021).

As a follow up study from Tai (2015), 87 samples of the present study were those
who over 60 years old from Tai (2015). Data was gathered by questionnaires in a month
from July, 1, 2014. There were five parts of our questionnaires: the demographic questions,
the “Big Five Personality Scale”, the “Life Value Scale”, the “Attitudes toward Death
Scale”, and the “Attitudes toward Imprisonment : Life Barrier Scale”, which were revised
from the previous study.

By classifying samples by the median of the Big Five scores into two groups, we
have found that samples of the group of “high tendency of neuroticism” showed negative
attitudes toward their own life, and they had high motivation of suicide. They also showed
high anxiety toward death, and they showed low cooperative attitudes toward the correction
system. We suggested that by using the scale to measure the neuroticism personality of the
elderly inmates may be an efficient method to manage and help them in the prison.

Keywords: elder inmates, the Big Five personality, attitudes toward imprisonment,
life value, attitudes toward death
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