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A Cross-National Comparison of the Policies of Children Living
with Their Incarcerated Parents
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Abstract

I: Yu-Heng Chen ' :I

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has become an important
guide line for all states to set up policies on children, including the prison nursery
programmes. In order to help children with incarcerated parents to have sound protection and
kinship care, most states have established the nursery programmes and regulations to allow
children to live in prison with a parent. This thesis distinguishes the programmes from being
completely banned (such as China and Norway), partially banned (such as Canada and the
United States), and allowed (such as Taiwan, Sweden, and Japan) to compare the differences
in the policy backgrounds, legal bases, entry standards, and supplementary measures. The
thesis suggests that a sound mechanism for assessment should be established to determine
the suitable ages for children living in prison, the responsibilities between the correctional
institutions and prisoners shall be clear and the comprehensive alternatives of prison nursery
programmes shall be set up in order to meet the regulations of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, safeguard the rights of children, and fulfill the obligations of being prisoners.

Keywords: Policy of Children Living in Prison, Prison Nursery Programmes, Cross-
National Comparisons, Children’s Rights, Incarcerated Parents
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